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The Jntroduction, 
He kind acceptance of the former by ſome Friends, hath incouraged this 
third Edition, hoping this alſo may be Inſtrumental to prevoke ſome to 
Love and Gentleneſs toward others,that differ from them in ſome things, 
For it 15 n0t to per ſmade thee to any Opinion or Prattice, in thoſe out- 


ward circumſtantial Matters of Religion wherein we aiffer : but to 1ew you the ne 


ceſſity of bearing with, and not T udging one another about ſuch Things, aifo ts wit- 


neſs againſt that Spirit, and theſe Perſons, who would Impoſe on others to do and be- 
Lieve juſt as they do, and for not Conforming thereto, .Condemn as Enemies to, and de= 
parted from the Truth, thoſe whom they hawe nothing elſe againſt, but that they do 
not walk in their Track, juſt after them. Ay Concern is not, that others differ from 
 eneinthoſe Things, which are but as Joſeph's Coat of Party Colours ; for which we 
ſhould not Envy or hate our Brother, but reſpe& the Life more than the Raiment : For 
we may belonz to one Shepherd, although not all in one Fold, The Command was to 


keep from Idols, ard love one another, though but weak or youn7 in the Faith. This 
was expetted from them, therefore much more from the Elders : for without this, no 
Diſciples of Feſus, And at ſurely as Love ts part of the Seal in the Forehead of the 
Lamb”s Followers , fo alſo 5 Hatred, Strife, &c.- the Markof the Beaſt, And this 
Seal and Mark are more certain and legible Charatters to diſtinguiſh whom they be- 
tong to, than any Outward Form or Socuety, For a Phariſee and an unclean Perſon, 
may, and do Conform, and get into them ;, but the Path of Truth, or antient way of 
the juſt, no ſuch can walk in. Therefore the Way of Righteouſneſs and Holineſs is 
properly and only the Antient Path, and not Conformins to Outward Orders and 
Prattices of others. Therefore be tender hearted and charitable one towards another, 
endeavouring to excel each other im all Vertues : and if the Univerſal and Unlimi- 
ed Spirit be kept to (as G.F. hath ſaid ) there can be no Impoſition. | 
The following Teſtimonies of I{. Pennington, lately were, and now again are Re- 
printed, ro Detect the Enmity and Prejudice of ſome,who in Words own, but in Works 
aeny the Truth contained in them : ſaying, T ney are not his ; thereby endeavonurin 'g 
zo diſſwade from the Reading of them. Now for clearing the Truth, and ſatisfying 
the unprejudiced Reader ; Know, they are 1. P's own words in Examination, &c, 
Printed in the Year 1650, Beginning at pag. 81, to pag. 88. without adaing, or 
diminiſhing, except 32 Lines together, un pag. 86, 87. the Subſtance whereof being 
zn the other expreſſed,is here, for Sevry left out, it no way wronging the Sence, 
And theReader is deſired. further to abſerve that thoſe woras which are in different 
Charatters were left out in the former Inipreſſion,de no way either ſpoil the Scnſe,or 
lefſeathe faithfulneſs of IP*sTeſtimony againit Impoſicion,& for Chriſtian-Libercy, 
in things not abſolutely Commanded or Determined in Scripture; only Ceremonia! and 
CircumStarntial. A 2 Tfaac, 
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Iſaac Penington's Teſtimony, &c. 


He great Work of.the Miniſter ef Chriſt, is to-keepthe Conſcience 
opzn to Chriſt,an1to preſerye Men from receiving any Truths of 
: Criſt, as from them, further than the Spirit opens ; or to imitate 
DP any of their Practices, further than the Spirit leads, guides, and per- 
ſwades them. For Perſons are exceeding prone to receive things as Truths from 
Tahoe they have n high Opiuton of, and to imitate their Prattices ; and ſo hurt 
their own Growti, and endanger their Souls. For if I receive a Truth, before 
tne Lord by nz Spirit make it manifeſt co me, I looſ2 my Guide, and follow but 
hc Counſel of the Fleſh ; which is exceeding greedy of receivins Truths, and 
TUR4ing into Religious Practices without the Spirit, Therefore the main thing 
in Religion, is to keep the Conſcience pure to the Lord, to kzow the Guide, to fol- 
low the Guide, to receive from Him taat Light whereby I am to walk ; ahd not 
to tak? chings for Truths, becauſe others ſee them to be Truths, but to wait till 
tie Spirit make them manifelt to me : nor to run into Worſhips, Duties, Perfor= 
mMzaces. Of Practices, becaule others are led thitner, but to wait till the Spirit 
22d me tiuther. He that makes haſt to be rich (even in Religion) running into 
nowledge, and into Worſhips and Performances, before he feel a true and clear 
Guidance ſhall nor be innocent : nor will the Lord hold him guiltleſs, when 
he comes to vilic for Spiri:ual Adultery and Idolatry. -The Apoſtles were ex- 
c2eding tender in this point :. for though they certainly and infallibly knew what 
was tO be believed, yet they were not Lords over Mens Faith, but waited till he 
739 is Lord of the Faith, would open the way into Mens Conſtiences : They 
did not take upon Hem to be able to turn the Key, to let inTruth and Conyiti. 
2 into Mens Spirirs (.as Men 1n theſe days have been too-apt to undertake) bu: 


- 2 


Girectzd them to him who hadthe Key, there to wait for the Conviction and 11- 
10324:30N OT their Munds, and fo to. receive in as they found Him give fort! 
tO EN. : 

Let cvery Man ( fairh the Apoſtle) be fully perſwadel in his own Mid, take 
heed of receiving 794295 £00 foon, take heed of running into Practices too ſoon, 
take heed of doing what ye fee others do, but wait for your own particular Gui- 
dance, and for a full Periwaſion from God what is his Will concerning you, 
though I know this t0 bea TRUTH, yet do ye not. receive 1t, til] 
God make it manifeſt to you ;. receive Truth from his Hand , ſtay till 
he gives it you. Indeed the main Matter in Religion , is to keep out the 
wrong, part , the forward part, the Baſtardly Birth, from running into Dy- 
ics, catching of Openings, 47 laying bold of Promiſes, and to feel the Heir 
bora of the Immortal Seed, to whom all belongs, and that the other Birth ne- 
ver afterwards get #p above Him » but be ſubdued and brought into SubjeCtion. 

Again, ſaith the Apoſtle, Take heed of doing any thing doubtingly.be not for- 


ward, be not haſty, wait for the Leading, wait for the ManifeHtation of the Spirit. 


(C42 
Be ſure thou recerve what thou receives in the Faith, ard praf3iſe what thoy praft': 
ſeſt in the Faith ; for whatſoever is not of Faith, is Sin, being an Errour from the 
Principle of Life,which is to guide : ard thereby thor looſeſt ground,and aiſhonour = 
ft Chriſt, and comeſt under Condemnation. = 
And fo the Apoſtle warns Believer , to take heed of drawing one another on 
oo faſt, or of Judging one another in ſuch things, as ſome of them might have 
liphr in, others not. He that eateth, not to Judge him that did not eat :: and he _ 
Tat did not ear, not to Judge him that did eat. Yea, in Matters of Worſhip,. 
te that obſerved a Day, and kept a Sabbath, not to Judge him that obſerved 
not a Day, OL kept not a Sabbath g for the Tews which were truly conyerted ,. yet: 
Were hard to be drawn off from the Obſervation of their Sabbath, and could: 
tardly bear with the Believing Gentiles, who were never taught to keep their. 
Sabbath with them, but were taught to eſteem every Day, and Santtifie it to the 
Lord, Rom. 14> 5- And thoſe who eſteemed every Day, ard dedicated it tothe 
Lord ( ceaſing from Sin, and reſting to him ; for under the Goſpel we are not. 
to ſet up anew Type, but to enter by Faith into the true Reſt, which is the Sub-- 
ltance of what the other ſignified ) could hardly bear with them who obſerved a 
Day. Even 1n the Apoſtles Days Chriſtians were too apt to {trive after a wrong 
Unicy, and Uniformity in outward Praftices 474 Obſervations, and to Judge one 
another unrighteouſly in theſe Things. And! mark,, it is not the different 
Practice from one another, that breaks the Peace and the Unity, but the Judg-- 
ing of one another becauſe of drfferent Prattices, He that keeps not a Day, may 
unice in the ſame Spirit, 77 the ſame Life, in the ſame Love with him that keeps a 
Day ; and he who keeps a Day, may unite in Heart and Soul, with the ſame Spi- 
tit and Life in him who keeps not a Day ; but he that Judgeth the other becauſe 
of either of theſe.errs from the Spirit, from the Love, from the Life,and ſo breaks. 
the Bond of Unity. And he that draws another to any Practice, before the Life 
in his own particular leads him, doth as much as1in him lies to deſtroy the Soul. 
of that Perſon, Yerſe 15. This was the Apoſtles Rule, for every one to perform 
ingly to the Lord what he did, and not for one to meddle with the Light or 
Confcience of another ( undervalluing his Brother, or Judging him, becauſe his. 
Light and Practices differed from h1s, Verſe 10. of Chap. 14. ) but every one to. 
keep cloſe to their own meaſure of Light, even ro that Proportion of Faith and 
Knowledge, which God of his Mercy hath beſtowed on them. And here1s the: 
true Unity in the Spirit, in The Inward Lif-, and not in az Outward Uniformity.. 
Thar was not neceſſary in the Aves Days, nor is it neceſſary now : and that | 
Eye which ſo dotes upon it, overlooks the one thing which is neceſſary. Men. 
keeping cloſe to God, tre Lord will lead them on faſt enough , and g1ve them 
| Light faſt enough ( for he taketh care of ſuch, and knoweth what Light and: 
| what Practices are moſt proper forthem: ) but for Men to walk oz faſter than 
| the Lord holds forth Light ts them,nthis overturns tem, raiſing up a Wrong thing 
in them, and the true Birth hereby comes t9 iuffer, to jim, and be driven back. 
O-how ſweet and pleaſant is it tothe truly Spiritual Eye, to fee ſeveral ſorts 16 
Believers, ſeveral Forms of Chriſtians in the School of Chriſt, every one LCarPing 
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their own Leifon, perfortung their own peculiar Service, and knowing, owning, 

and loving one atiother in their ſeveral Places, and different Performances t0 
| their Maſter, to whom. they are to give at. account, and not to quarrel with one 
another about their different Practices ! Roz. 14. 4, For this is the true groun 
of Love and Unity ; not that ſuch a Man walks, and docs iuſt as I do, but becauſe 
I feel the ſame Spirit of Life in him, and in that he walks in his Rark, i his owt 
Order, zz his proper Way, and Place of SubjeCtion to that. And this is far 
more pleaſing to me, than if he walked juſt in that Track wherein I walk : nay, 
ſo far as 1 am Spiritual, I cannot ſo much as deſire that he ſhould do fo, until he 
be particularly led thereto by the ſame Spirit waich led me. And he that knows 
what it 15 £0 receive any Iruths from the Spirit; and to be led into Praftices by 
the Spirit, and how prone the fleſhly part 1s to make haſt, and how dangerous 
that haſt 1s, will not be forward to preſs his Knowledge or Pratices upon others, 
but rather war patiently till the Lord fit them for the receiving thereof; and 
tear, leaſt they ſhould receive and praCtiſe too ſoon, even in that part which 


cannot Serve the Lord. 2 


And this I can truly fay concerning my ſelf, I never found my Spirit forward 
to draw any, either to any thing I believed to be true, or to any Practice, or 
Way of Worſhip I obſerved or walked in, but. deſired that the Power and Lead- 
ings of Lite might go before them, and was afraid leſt Men ſhovld receive things 


from my Hand, 2nd not from the Lords. Yea, and rhis 1 very well remember, 
that when I walked in the way of Independency (as it hath been commonl 'y called) 
I had more Unity with, more love towards ſuch as were fingle-Hearted in other 
Ways and Practices of Worſhip (whoſe Spirits I had ſome teeling of in the true 
ſimplicity, and zz rhe Life) than with divers of ſuch who were very knowing 
and zealous in that way of Independency, in whom a wrong thing 7 the 


21ean time had got up, and cauſed them to ſwerve from the Life and from 
the Simplicity | 

So that the true Church-Government being 1n the Spirit, and over the Con- 
ſcience,as in the Sight of God,the great care mult be tec, keep it within its bounds, 
that nothing elſe Govern but the Spirit, and that the Government be extended 
only unto that which is to be Governed. 

Firſt, Care mult be had, that nothing Govern 7» the Church of Chri ft, but the 
Spirit of Chriit : that not hing elfe teach, nothing elſe exhbort., nothing elſe admoni(h 
and reprove, #othing elſe cut off and caſt out. Every Miniſter i» the Church is to 
watch over his own SpIrlt, that it intrude not into the Work of God, that it takt 
not upon it tobe the Teacher, the Exhorter, the Reprover, &c. And every Member 
is towait in that. Meaſure of the Spirit which he hath received, to feel the poings 
forth of the Spirit in him that teacheth and governeth ; and ſo to ſubject not to 
Man, but to the Lord; to receive from the Lord, to obey the Lord. Not ta know 
any Miniſter according to the Fleſh, but ro receive and ſubmit to what comes from 
the Spirit in the Spirit, Not to know Paul, or Apollo, or Cephas, but the Spirit 

Minſtring in them, Paul may err, Apollo may err, Peter may err ( and did err» 
when he compelled the Gentiles to live as the Jews, Gal, 2.14, for which Paul with* 
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Food him to the Face, Verſe 11.) and Barnabas alſo ard err, Verſe 13. but the Spi= 
"tt cannot err ; and he that keeps tothe Meaſure of the Spirit in himſelf, cannot let 
I any of their Errours, if they ſhould err, but is preſerve. . For the leaſt meaſure of. 
the Spirit is true, and gives true Fudgment : but he that receiveth never ſo great a 
meaſure of the Spirit, yet if he keep not low therein, but lifteth up himRlE, 
becauſe thereof, above his Brethren, may eaſily err himſelf, and draw aſide others, 
to his Errour. © es 

Secondly, Care muſt be had, that the Conſcience be kept tender, that nothin &- 
be received but according to the Light 7 the Conſcience, The Conſcience ts the 
Seat of Faith, and if it be not kept cloſe to the Light which God lighteth there, 
Faith is ſoon made Shipwrack of. Chriſtianity us begun in the Spirit, which. keepeth- 
out the ſleſhly part, with all its fleſhly Wiſdom ana Reaſonings about SpiritualThings2: 
and as the beginning 1s in the Anointing, fo muſt the progreſs be. As the Spirit bes. 


gins in the Conſcience by convincing that, by perſwading that, by ſetting up his Light- 


there, and leading the Soul by that Light ;, ſo that Light muſt ſtill be eyed, and ac< 
cording to ics Growth and Manifeltation zz the Conſcience ſo muſt the Soul. 
Itand itill, or go on, 

The great Errour of the Ages of the Apoſtacy hath been, to ſet up a» Outward: 
Order and Uniformity,, and to make Mens Conſciences bend thereto, either by: 
Arguments of Wiſdom, or by Force ; but the property of the true Church Go- 
verement. is, to leave the Conſcience to 1ts full Liberty in-the Lord, to preſerve ir- 


ſimple and entire for the Lord to exerciſe, and to ſeek Unity in the Light-and in the 


Spirit ; walking ſweetly and harmoniouſly together in the midſt of different 
Practices. Yea, and he that hath Faith, and caz ſee beyond another, yet can. 
have it to himſelf, and not diſturb his Brother with zr, but can-deſcend and walk 
with him according to his meaſure : and if his Brother hathany heavy burthen 
vpon him, he can lend him his Shoulder, and bear part of his Burthen with him. 
Oh how ſweet 2nd lovely is it to ſee Brethren dwell together in Unity, to ſec the true- 
Image of God rai ſed in Perſons, and they knowing, and loving one another in that I- 

mare,and bearing with one another through Love, and helping one another under their: 
Temptations and Diſtreſſes of Spirit, which every one muſt expeFþ to meet with. 

If thou art a Chriſtian indeed, and in Truth, preſerve thy Conſcience pure and 
tender towards God, do not defile it with ſuch Religious Practices, Dutres, Ordi- 


 nances, &c. as thou doſt not feel the Spirit leading thee into : for all ſuch are I: 


dols, and exceedingly pollute thee. And be tender al/o of thy Brothers Conſci-- 
ence, and be not an Inſtrument to draw himunto any thing which the Lord leads. 
him not into, bur rejoyce if thou find him in ſimplicity of heart, ſtartling at-any 
thing - for if he abide here faithful , his Guide will in due Seaſon, appar to 


him. © : 


Thus the Jews erred, and deceived heir Proſelites befure the Coming of Chrift = 
Thus the Chriſtians (in Name) have generally erred all along the Apoſtacy, and 
zndeed ( for the generality) have not been true Chriſtians, but only a perſecuted 


_ Remaant among them 3 whoſe Lite hath been nouriſhed and preſerved, not by 


Doctrine - 


($S) 
13o&rines and Obſervations, which they have been taught by the Precepts OJ 
Men, nor by the Knowledge which they themſelyes have gathered, but by a little 
Bread aaily handed to them from the Father of Vercies ot of theWilderneſs: that $ 
the thinz wnich nouriſned their » ouls up to God,thourh many of them know not asſtinti* 
ty what it was that nouriſhed them, or how they came by it. | | 

abt But ts not Umformity lovely, and doth not the Apoſtle exhort 
Chriſtians to be of one Mind, and were it not a ſweet thinz, if we were all of ons 
Heart, and one Way 1 - | | | 
Anſw. Yea, Uniformity is very lovely, and to be deſired, and wazted for. 4 
' the Spirit o f the Lord, wich is one, leads ana araws into exe, But for the fleſlfly part 
(the wiſe reaſoning part of a man) by fleſhly wayes and meanes to ſtrive to bring, 4” 
but a ficſhly Uniformity, which enſnares and overbears-the tender Conſcience, 
this is not lovely, 7 Spiritual, nor Chriſtian. And the Apoftle who exhor.s 
Chriſtians to one Mind, yet doth not 634 them force one another into one Minds 
but walk together ſweetly fo far as they had attained, and wherein they wer? 0- 
therwiſe minded, God in his due time would reveal more to them, Phzl; 3.15, 
16. He that hath ,, to him ſhall be given. And the Intent and Work of the Mi- 
niſtry, (with the ſeveral MiniStrations of it) 1s to bring into the Unity (Epheſ. 4- 
13.) as Perſonsare able to iollow, and not to torce ail Men into one Practice or 
Way ; that's the way tO deſtroy the Faith, and the true Unity, and at beſt can 
introduce but a fleſhiy Appearance of Unity in fuch a Form of Worſhip and God- 
lineſs, as cats up the Power. And being of ene Heart and one Way, Bleſſed be the 
Lord, this is in meaſure kyown and Witneſſed, The Way 18 0ne,Chriſt the Truth 
of God, and he that 1s in the Faith, azd iz, the Obedience to that Lipht which 
ſhi nes from his Spirit ,ato the Heart of every B cliever, hath a taſt of the one Heart, 
and of the one way ; and knowetn that no variety of Practices ( which is of God 
_ can make aBreaci in the true Unity. This is the one way, for ever 
ſubjzC& to that Light of Carifts Spirit, which be hath 
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Ln received from Chriſt, and 
every one keeping here,rhere is alſo one Heart kept in the midſt of all the variery 


and. diverſity of Practices. And the Unity being thus kept, all will come into one Out - 
_ ava ly alle at length, as the Light rows 72 eVErY 0c, and as EVETY 07C 6YOWS (nto n be 
Licht but this muSt be patiently waited for from the Hand of God ( who bath rhe 
vivig way 5f effeting it,, and who alone can avit) and nit harſhly and crucl y attempt: 
ca by the rough band of Man. | ; 
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Further Teſtimomes of H. P. from other 
of. bis Writings. : 


7 75 7 Hen 2 Babiloniſh Building or way of Worſhip is diſcovered, Man would | 
/ ' fainhaveanother ready to put inthe place of it {> ſoon as it is ralicd 
down. Thus Man's Wiſdom would order it, but the Logp will not hays is (o, 


but 


48:2 
but thefe muſt be a Seaſon of Deſolation, of Srrippmg, of Nehedneſs, a puſling oF 
the Ornaments of all the Knowledge, Worſhip, Duties, &C. which are held and 
practiſed out of the pure Lite. | | 

One while the Church 1s cloathed, appearing in the Beauty and Glorious Dreſs 
which the LORD hath put upon her z another while ſhe 1s ſtripped of ker 0z- 
ward Garments, and the Harlor dreſled therewich, and appearing therein. Af.er 
which Seafon ſhe is adorn'd again as gloriouſly ( if not more glorrouſly ) thanhe- 
fore ; but whether ever ſhe appears more in thoſe Garments wherein the Zarlor 
had been dreſled, and wherein ſhe long appear*d ; the LORD would be enqui- 
red of, and walted on i© know. — 

He hath long let the Spirir of Babylon have its Liberty, and His hath been fi- 
lent : Now is the time for His Spirit to ſpeak, and Zabyler”s to be ſilent. Will 
you {till force Him to ſilence, and open Babylow?s Month ? Will you not ſuffer 
him to ſpeak, but acccrding to the Laws and Orders of Babylon ? Muſt that Coun- 
terfeit avi {t31] fic on the Throne among you, and the true PRINCESS 


be made her Servant ? O let it not be grievous to you, to ſee the Spirit of the 
LORD ariſe, and make Babylon appear Babylon. Her Wiſdom, her Kzowleadge 1, 
_ her Vnity, her Vniformity';, her Order, her Comlineſs ; her Beauty is but Folly, 

Confuſion, Diſorder and Deformity before the. LORD : Happy #& the Eye that 
fees it, and the Foot that turns from her. 


O ye vackſliding Children ! You who had ſweet taſts of God ! Is he he: 
come a Strangerto you? You that had ſweet, freſh, tively Breathings after God, 
Are you not ſet down ina Form, and have got a Covering, but loſt the Simplicity 
of your Life ? — Thus it hath been in all Reformations ; there was ODER 
pure,ſingle,naked beginning, but an evil thing ſoon got Dominion over it,ſlaying 
the Pure by the Form which it raiſed up, under a pretence of preſerving the Life 
thereby, & of ſerving God more Vniformly and Acceprably therein.— Ah the Pre- 
tr0u53 SEED that was ſown In the beginning ! What 1s become of it ? Howe 
is every one turned aſide from the Pure LIFE unto ſome 1dol or other of his 
own Heart ! Some into one way of Worſhip, and ſome into another ; ſome into 
one Notion, and ſome 1nto another, and all joyning together to keep the Seed in 
B2ndage,—— But the Lord hath viſited his poor deſolate Seed, — and he will pre- 
ferve it. overturning all his new Eremzes, as well as his old. 

1. The State of the Goſpel is an inviſible State, a State conſiſting of inviſt- 
ble thin?s, &c, 

2, This inviſible State hath a viſible way of appearance to the World by 
the Garments which it wears,by Motions and Exerciſes, which the Zife chooſeih 
for it to appear In. 

3. Theſe Garments are ſubject to corrrt, and to he worn out by that which 
iS corruptible and corrupted, That witch hath not the Life, may put on t 16 Gar- 
ment ; and that which bath loſt the Life, may ſtill keep tne Garmenr. 

4. The preſervation of the Life lies not in the Garment, or in the obſervation 
of any thing wherein the Life did once appear; -— and the Life may clicnge 17s 

Garment at its pleaſure, © c. : 


149-3 

5, When the Zifeis atany time loſt, the only way of recovering is by retiring 
mito the Inviſible, and keeping there, &c, and not coming 
tor: hin the F/6ie, further than the Life leads,nor ſtaying 

there longer than the Life ſtays. ” 
Church fled into the Wilderneſs, the Serrent caſta Flood after 
her : ſhe was reproached for an Harlor, &c, one that was not. the Lamb's 1, fey 
2 &c. for the Dragon which perſecuted her, had ſet up ano- 
P's Exam.p. 92. ther Woman for the True Chrrch, and had decked her. 
| ricily ; infomuch that ſhe was admir'd for her Beauty, 
&c. by all ne Outward VVorſhippers, And if thoſe of the Synagogue of Satan 
could contend to be T7we Fews, and the Tr xe Church, even while the true Church 
was ſtanding, No marvel, though they carry it clear in their ſeveral Forms and 
Diſuiſes, all the time of her Flight and Abſence; cfpecially they appearing both 
12 tne Face where ſhe once was, and in her very Dreſs : and here 1s the Lye of 


GOD's Spirit, and of the Wiſdom he gives to. his Babes try'd, even to diſcern 


HB abylen the Treat, 


Ven the true 


[ 


- 


and fly from her here. || IS 

Let her paint never ſo often; change her Dreſſcs- in every hour of Reformati- 
07 , Come nearer and nearer into the likeneſs of the True Church, yet that 
which 15 born of the 17uth eſpieth her, and the young Man, whoſe Ear is kept. 
open to the Voice of W3/aom (which utrereth it ſelf in the Immortal Seed) eſcap- 
cth her Bd, and is not dehiled. nk | 


P.g4. Now the True Church being thus fled, What becomes ofher Seed ?They 
muſt needs be ſcatter*d, they can no more be found in a Body as before, there is 


now buta Remnant left which keep the Commandments of GOD, and have the 
Teitimony of FESUS \, and theſe the Drazoz applies himſelf to make War 
againſt ; and every where, where he can get into any Form with the Powergthere 
he manageth-his War by the Form againſt the Power ; — and the liker his Form is 
to that which once was true, the better it ſerves'to cover him, and he has better 
advantage of fighting under it againſt CHRIS F. his Truths and People,than under 
another which 1s not ſo like. But Aztichriſt*s Reign is to have an End. ——- 
Yea, it 1s in part ended, and the LAMB's Day is already begun, —— yea , 


Babylon is already diſcovered, — her Nakedzeſs under all her Coverings are 


ſeen, her very Life and Spzrit 1s ſtruck at, her Kingdom totters dayiy, the 
Stakes of S:0z's Tabernacle are ſtrengthened dayly, and the Lord is ftrerching 
out her Curtazns, and enlarging her Territories, and the Wrath iſſues cut more 


and more from the 4 hycxe, and dreadful Woes and Plagnes are prepared for 


them, who are either epiolding any old Likenefles of what once was true 
or ſetting up any new Ones 11 this Day of Goa*s Power, wherein he 15 bringing 
forth the Life it {elt. | | =. ; 


Tot Power therefore in the Church which ſpares the Hyppocrites C who can 
P 


calily comply with an Outward Conformity in Worſhip, without feeling an In- 
ward. Life and Yertue ) but !tghts heavy. on that which was zender and ſhy 57 
Matters of Vorlbip, that is not the true Church Powerat beſt, but a counterfeic 0 
the-True. Anſw. to the common Objett, &c. p.s.. 


# 


Cid. Ol 

The Lord preſerve the Peace of Iſrael, which was begot by hiz Spirit, Preſence? 
end Power, and not by keeping up a Form of Worſhip, which he may appear in, or with 
draw from at bis pleaſure. Sh | 

Oh let God Reirn ! — end reprove and jultifie what . He pleaſeth, and let not 
the Power any more be limited to a Form; but let all Forms be judged by, and ſub- 
feft to the Power for ever. | 

The Lord God is Redeeming a People to Himſelf by His own Spirit, and this 
Spirit will not belimited. And On ye Pot(herds of the Earth ! Strive not with 
your Maker, limit Him not, for he will aſſuredly break through you. If. Þ 


At. -0 


Eaward Burroughs Teſtimony, E5:. 
_ See his Works. 


He true Worſhip of God is to be led with his Spirit in all things, and to be 

guided 1n the Truth at all times, on all Occaſions: This is acceptable and 

well pleaſing unto God, above all Words and Outward Conformity, and Ser- 
times, and Days, and-Obſervances ; for the Worſhip of God 1s not in theſe thin gs,but 


is without reſpett of Days, Places, or Things. | 

And if any have not the ſelf-ſame meaſure of the Spirit, and know the ſelF- 
fame things, let ſuch alone, without impoſing upon them, and leave them to 
walk in the meaſure of Light and Knowledge they have receiv*d, though it 
be not the ſelf-ſame-meaſure that others have receiv*d ; and jf they want an 
Knowledge, or be in any thing otherwiſe-Minded, God ſhall reveal the fame un- 
to them : and hereis the perfect way of Vnity and Conformity. | And eve- 
ry one was to mind the Teachings of the Spirit of CHRIST in himſelf : for to that 
he was to ſtand and fall, and notto Impoſe upon another; no, not ſo much as 
to Tuage his Brother Many caſe of difference in Judgment or.PraCtice. And in 
Phil. 3.and 15, 1tis there ſignified, That if any Perſons were diſſenting and 
differing in Judgment, or'in the Growth in Grace from the reſt of the Church, 
every one was to walk jn that meaſure of Truth as they had attained 
2 —— and notwithſtanding, their Difference in Judgment, whether in 
Caſes Subſtantial or Ceremonial, yet they were ſtill to be in Love and Vairy, 
Page 852. and 889. TR | | 

P. 594. And until you give Him the Rzg4t, and deliver. upunto Him his owz 
K:inzdom, and the Exerciſes of Peoples Conſciences 3n all things about Religion, 

YOU SHALL NEVER PROSPER. | | = 
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CI&3. 
E. Bs T ISTON. 


T- Saw a great Field of Common, wrere many Beaſts were fxecing, among which: 

. were a great Fleck of Sheep 3 many goodly Sheep, and ſome Very weak ana: 
 feabby, buc.all ed rogerher, and aid not burs one another, nor deſpiſe one ano- 
Ther. Night was near, and the Snepherd came to gainer his Flock into a Fold, 
and ſtayed by 1t kimfelr, and ſent his Dogs, and did make them gather i:l» Flock, 
and they weir. round the Flock, but ſome Sieep were iceding abour, arc. ſome 
fed by the Way, and G1d net go & faſt as the reſt; and ſome of che Dozs wiacn 
Were- young, and not well-acquainied with their Maſter's Manner and Cuitcme,. 
did run from tne Flock with Fierceneſs af.er the Sheep that ſtayed behind, and 
1: affrighten them further away : for the Sheep: did not underſtand that the 
Dogs would have had them tothe reſt of the Flock, but were afraid of the Dogs s. 
but ſtill che Dogs did perſue theſe Sheep,and bit ſome : But I ſaw ſome of the Dogs 


| that, were well acquainced with tnerr/Majfters- Manner 
Some ſuch there be now, but cal-. 


COIPETELE BN of gathering his. Flock,, did wiſely go behind the 

l:d Dark, Seperate Spirits. Sheep,and did drive them gently along. without hunt- 
' ins them, or wearying themſelves 3 ſo when they had gather'd the Flocktogether,, 
the Snepherd put them. into the Fo/d, but there were many Goars among them, 


which did puſh with their Horns againſt the Sheep, and pur many of them by the 
Door; but. the Shepherd gathered them intothe Fold, and made faſt tize Door, 
and went to ſeek thoſe Sheep that did not come with the Flock : but the Goats 
were troubleſome. and hurt the Sheep, but H= would not {cperate them until He 
had the other alſo: and ſome of them were lying very lame, for the Dogs had 
hurt and wearied them, and ſome were feeding under greey Hedges ; but the: 
Shepherd took the lame Sheep and carried them on his. Back , and drove the 
other before Him, and brought them-to the reſt of the Flock. But the Sheep 
that were lame, He put 1n, a Place alone, and did dreſs their Wounds,. and 
annointed their Feet wich an Oyl that He had, that did perfe&tiy cure all Diſea-. 
ſes ; for he ſpared no Pains, but was willing to- hurt Himſelf rather than them, 
for his Ointment was mixed with his own Blood. And whenHe had cured them, 
He put them all together, and put the Goars from among them, and then did they 
reſt in perfect Peace, for there was nothing to make them afraid among them, 
but did all feed innocently together, and his Care was over them all alike, as they 
had need : and he took their Fleeces as every one had, for ſome had much ber= 
ter than corners ;, but. thoſe which had the great white 

But now inſtead of taking others ſofc Fleeces, did not deſpiſe them which had little 
Wool to c-ver the naked,put 0th courſe ones, for they were both profitable ro- Him 3% 


fright) - SN Tar EE #7 4z- andſome of the Sheep had almoſt no Wool at all on 


why 1 of them, them, and them neither did He deſpiſe, for the 
Tick nay 8 ARENA Briars and Thorns had pulled it off from them, when 


: Tun the 


the unlearned Dogs did drive them from the Feld : but when Winter came, He 
lOOk off the Woel of the other, and put on them, and the other Seep were nict at 
all diſpleaſed at it,neither was there any Envy in their Hearts. And the She; herd 
took ſome of nis own Garments, and covered them that were very naked, 10: 
that they were all preſerved from the Cold, the Froſt had no Power over thems. 
But I looked when the Snepherd would have beaten the Docs, but he did not hurt: 
them, only put them in a String, and led them with Him, for he purpoſed to in- 
Itru&t them better : but ſome ofthem would not be led, but were very fooliſh, 
and did not underſtand His meaning : but thoſe he took home, ani would have: 
kept them at home, but they would not ſtay. but be alwayes barking abroad at the: 
Lambs, to frighten them out of their Paſtures, and ſome of the Dogs-were ready; 
to devour tnem, for there was ſomething ofthe nature of the Wolf in them: And' 
I greatly wordred at h1s care over his Sheep, alſs his Mercy to the-unruly Dos a5, and: 
He ſaid, This will T do, and much more for my Sheep and my Lambs. for I know they: 
have none to help them but my ſelf; and I will not ſend any more after them, but g0- 
my Self, and carry them on my Shonlaers., and my Blood will ſufficiently heal them, 
and my Garment cover then, | | | 
Friends, I am conſtrained to warn you all, that you may forbear Judging any 
Mian any more upon any pretence whatſoever, but commit all Judgment to the Sort. 
Wo was upon him who hath taken on him to fit on my Seat ofJudgment.and hath. 
not Judged righteouſly,  for- the ſame meaſure he meeteth ſhall he met to him 

ain. Whomſoever I find on my Seat of Judgment when T'come, if he be not as. 
Lam ( Holy, Juſt, and Mercitful, without any mixture ) him will I deſtroy. 

Let all Uncighteouſneſs be far from you ; for whoſoever I find in- Envy, the 
fame Envy: ſhall be his Torment, or Coverows, or Proud, or any unclean Ming, 
the ſame ſhail be their Cloathing , and they ſhall ſtand behind me, having no 
other Garment but their own Filthineſs.; for. whatſoever ſhall be any ones Wot k; 
here, that ſhall be his Covering when I appear.. Therefore all. mind your own 
Souls, let nothing but what 15 like the ſame Holineſs, Righteouſneſs, Mercy and 
Love without reſpect of Perſons, in any wiſe appear, and let Covetouſneſs be 
far from you, and be as ne was 11 the World, that you may be like him in his 
Glory, for you cannot be like him inkis Glory, further than you are in his Na- 
tare of Holineſs. : Therefore look into your Hearts, and let no Spark of the 
old Nature abide there ; for if there be, it will drive you-to look at others, and 
in that time 1t will gaiher Screngih, and kindle a great Fire in you, which is not. 
eaſily put out, wiich many know. 

This the Father requireth of you, that his own Spirit in you, which hath begot- 
ten you, may be the Root and moving Cauſe of all your Works and Words, and 
herein you will receive acc2ptance with Him, and Peace and Righteouſneſs, and. 
everlaſting Joy by Him continually ; and this is the Inheritance into which you | 
were begottenHeirs to pollels for ever. 

 Andnotas G.F.toT. G.fjgnified, That he was moved t2 ſet up Womens Meet 
i2gs, that all might be mihe Power of the Lord, Chriſtian- Quaker, Part. 1, p. 67; 


A 
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A Teſtimony of 7. N. 


#5"He Father hath given His $0n for a Leader and a Guide to all Apes, and int0; 

and'out of Forms at his Will-and they who know his Will herein, cannot 
endure that any viiible thing inould be ſet up to limit his Leading in Spirit. They - 
who bear the 1-1age of the-inviſible God, and haye the Spiritual Worſhip, ——— 
can no longer ſtay in any Forzz than God ſtays therein, but by His Spirit are led | 
into whatever he goes, anc out of whatever He departs, which thoſe who are 
born of the Fleſh ever perſecuted, and ice but the Oxrſide and Form, and there 
abide, when God is departed ; Such are become the Seat of Satan, where he fits, 
and perſecute {uch as follow the Spirits Teachings into its ſeveral Miniſtrations 5 
and therein hath the Serpent beguiled the Creature,by getting into the Form once 
-uſed with the Saints, whilſt God dwelt therein, and to that adds Inventions ot 
his own, called Decency and Order, and the like, Lowe #o the loſt, p. 45+ 52. 
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From a Manaſcript of 7. N. 


TRiends, Sata 15 looſed for a time, that you may be ſifted z and many Spirits 

are up in many; that all may be proved whether you will ſtand or fall to your 
own Meaſures, of the which you have known from the Beginning. You have no- 
ching elſe will keep you; tho there be other Spirits will betray your innocent 
Souls, yet nothing but the Eternal Light, and pure Life of Innocency will go 
with you into the Fire, and bring you out again, If you ſuffer any to draw you 
from that, whether high or low, you -will become a Booty to Man's Will, and a 
Prey where-ever you go,and you lie open to be led by every high Imagination in 
yourſelves, or others, which opens in ſuch as are above their Meaſures,which mas 


ny are at this day. He that 1; lifted up above his Meaſure,muſt fall ſooner or later, 
tho 1 know none thinks himfelf mare jure, Therefore take heed what you follow, 


and try the Spirics with the meaſure you have received, and keep innocent in it, 
and take heed how yeu receive any thing from others , or force any thing upon others, 
If the Innocent ſuffer under your Burdens, it will grieve the Lord, and he will 
ſend evil Spirj:'s among you to grizve you : therefore take heed how you Lord it 
over the tender-hearted and the meek ; they are nearer God than many 
are aware of. | | 

If any thing ariſe inany to do or deny, which hath not been done or denyed, 
if you be moved todeclare it, let it be in Meekneſs and Fear, and ſo as way may 
be given for the jult Meaſure in the weakeſt io receive it or deny it ; elſe do 


—_— 


ou 
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- (15) 
| but Worſhip by Mens Precepts, and walk by Tradition, which will' quench 
the Light and ſet up Perſons. Take heed how you raſhly Judge that which 
may ariſe to another, which you yet {ce not; leſt you quench the Work of God. 
You know not iis way but as he reveals it, no, not the wiſelt ; and he is atLjber-. 
ty to ſpeak by whom he pleaſes 3 and your ſure way 15 to mind how that of 
himſelf in you, anſwer; to it, whatever 1t be, or in whomſoever it appears. Ang 
you all being in the Spiit of Meel:ncels and Fear, you are ready always to reſtore- 
| ſuch, and ſtrengthen that of God in them againſt the Tempter, and not the 
| Tempter, by ſeeking to calt out their Names as evil, and razing them out who. 
are tempted, or by ſceking Advantage by words,of Weakzeſs, to render them: 
vile to others : for tho you may think that will ſtop the ſpreading of the Evil, 
yet you will find it will but make Parcies for he that. bears the Iniquity. of others 
for the Seed's ſake, and covers Violence with. his Garment, he is one with God, 
and ſhall prevall, and be tbe Peace-maker. If you thus ſeek to that of God in all, 
to ſetit. up above all Burdens, and to be all in all, that none oppreſs it in him-- 
| ſelf or others, it will ariſe and cover all your Nakedneſs. The Son of Peace: 
| ariſe among Yous 


hr gx 


B. F. ina Letter to 6G. W. 


He Paper which I wrote, ſpeaks no juch thing as thou wouldſt impute to it. . 
Ic ſpeaks not inthe lealt againſt any thing which any man is moved to by the 
Lord, nor againſt any man for doing, as he is moved ; nay. tho he ſhould but 1o 
think, and be miſtaken in his Thoughts, I would not have him leave it till he ſees 
better. | 
And I am fully perſwaded of this, that. if ever any Seperation be. it wili be 
through thine and ſome others Lording, Rigid, Driving Spirits, —— Yet } can- 
not but caution thee andall Friends to keep: to the Motion of the Spirit of God 
i7 all things, andto act nothing by Cuſtom. upon the account of being his People 
or the true Church, &'c. for wao, or what made us to differ ? And if we go with=- 
out that, wherein do, we differ from others ? For it is not lawful for any Man,or 
Company of Men, becaul? he or they. are in the Spirit of God, anc the true. 
Church, to do, or agree to do what they pleaſe, nor to make, appoint, preſcribe - 
Rules and Orders. for themſelves, and all others of the fame Body, how-or in 
wha: manner they ſhall Worſhip Goc. and then walk in thoſe Rules, whether 
the Lord leads them into them or No : —— For if they ſhall do that, which the 
-| Spirit and Life doth noc require of them,Jt ſhall be ſaid to them, Who bath requi= 
 redthis thing at your Hand ? ——= Yea, if a Man ſhould have found the Lord 
leading him ninety and ne umes 1A a thing, if he ſhould do jr once more in his 
own Will, tnac once will be found to be WelI-IW, or(nips Ng val untary Humility, 
& Cc, ———-» for he 15 a5 Mnch an Idolater that goes .before the Power, as he that 
eraws back, or {tays behind is difobedient. = 


$f 


(16) 
WW. P. in Addreſs to Proteſtants, ſays, 


{EW ought to be diſtinguiſhed by their Likeneſs to Chriſt, and not 
their Notions of Chriſt; -by his holy Qualifications, rather than their own 
Lofty Profeſſions, and Invented Formalitics, pag. 119. 

He that keeps the Law oi God,and abſtains from the Impurity of theWorld; 


that is the good Man, the jult Liver; he is the Apoſtles true Jew and Circumciſh | 
672, AT, 120 | | | 

_ Living 1s become no Teſt among us, unleſs againſt the Liver. The Tree | 
was once known by its Fruits ; ?*cis not ſo now : the better Liver, the more 
dangerous, 1t not a Conformiſt, P. 245. 

The Tree was not accounted good or bad by the Leaves, but the Fruits ; 
not by the Opinions, but the holy Living, page 104. 

Te ſhall know them by their Fruits, {ſaith Chriſt of the Phariſees ; ſo ſhall Men 
know them that ſincerely believe and conteſs Chriſt, by their /antFified Manners 
and blameleſs Converſation , and Wo to them that make other Diſtin&tions! For 
God hath made no other ; there will be but Goats and Sheep at the laſt day, Ho- 

ly and Unholy, Fuſt and Unjujt, Therefore let that be our Diſtintion, which 

ever was and will be Gods Diſtinction; for all other Meaſures are the Effects of 

the Paſſions and Preſumptions of Men, paz. 99. 

A Man may falſly believe as the true Church believes, for if I believe what 
ſhe believes, only becauſe ſhe believes it, and not becauiſe I am convinced in my 
own Underſtanding and Conſcience of the Truthof what ſhe believes, my Faith | 
is falſe, tho hers be true ; I fay, its nottrue tome, I have no Evidence of it, 
page 14.6, $0 that believing as the Church believes, is no more nor leſs tha 
rooking Men of their Underſtandings, page 156 | 

I beſeech you — FLY ROME AT HOME, look to the Enemies of 
your own Houſe, haye a Care of this Preſumption, carry it not too high ; lay not 
ſtreſs where God has laid none, neither uſe his Royal Stamp to Authoriſe your 
Apprehenſions, inſtead of his Inſtitutions, page 77. 

But if I muſt abandon my own Senſe and Judgment; and yield my ſelf up to 
the Faith and Authority of another ; —— Wha: ſecurity can I have that the 
Man or Men ee. truſt, may not err and deceive me ? and that Deceit is irre- 

aradbl ar, 197. | 7 | 

To be DT of the Church of which Chriſt is Head, the Redeemed, Rege- 
nerated Churci of Chriſt, 18 quite another thing, than to be of any viſible Society 
whaiſozver - for in all ſuca Communions there are but too many that haye no 
true Title to Chriſtianity, P4ge 177.. 


( 17) 
G. Biſhops Teſtimony againſt a Paper of Orders, x 666. © 


N the Apoſtles days were Paſtors, Teachers, Elders, &c. but in this day the 

- Spirit ir {elf is the Paſtor, Teacher, Elder, &c. v0 that if the Spirit move 
any io Declare, or Speak; that is the Apoſtle, Teacher, Elder, &c, So that we 
have not now rhings in the diſpoſition .of Perſons, bur in, or according to that 
| Power which movez in every. one, WC? being kept to, preſeryes out of the 
| Apoſtacy : So Fknow no Paſtor, Teacher, Elder, &c. buc as I find moving in any; 
| toany of theſe things, for that is the Elder, Apoſtle, Teacher, &c. and that which 
would ho otherwiſe than this, leads into the Apoſtacy, and will ek to bring: 
dark Night jn again, and ſo will place the. Thing to the Perſon, and not the Per- 
fon to the Taing, And for my part, if that day ſhould prevail, or thoſe things 
which yzur PAPER ſcems to hold forth and enforce, I have no other Ex- 
peCtation, but that the ſame Exerciſe we ſhall receive at your hands, as ye recei-- 
| | ved at the hands of thoſ: who would have held us in Captivity mthe Day that the. 
Lord firſt viſited us. EE 

The Seed is come, and the-Heir- in many, Who 1s not to be under [Tutors and. 
| Governou7s, Which muſt not be limited 3 to. turn unto which, or for the- 
good of which the Miniſtry was ſent and in which 1t is to end, it be- 
ing the end of .the Miniſtry unto which 1ts Crown 1s to be laid down; as to. 
that which is worthy, and this is no Derogation. to the Miniſtry. Now for 
| You, becauſe You have Minifſtred, and the Prefence of the Lord hath been with 
' You for the good ofthoſe that are to be Heirs of Salvation, ro think to ſettle 
| Your ſelves in the Place of the Heir, and to enforce your Orders, as inſtead, 

| Or over that ; this is not to allow that the Seed 5 Come, or that it is of Age to 
abide in the Houſe for ever. . You mult not think, that becauſe the Lord hath 
| wrought by You; that therefore He will not work otherwiſe. This is the Er- 
| Your into Which all have fallen that are turned from the Truth. Therefore ſeek 
not toundervallne that to which you were ſent to miniſter ; nor endeayour to 
keep under the Seed, for that will Break You to Pieces, The Revelation of God 
is to His Seed, and His Secrets he reveals to it, for which He made the World, 
and for whoſe Sakeit is continued; and Dow the Seed is raifed to Reign overall, 
Which will Caft you out, and the Parable of the Husbandman will be fulfilled up. 
'on You, It is my Love that gives me this plainneſs of Speech z for I am Jea-- 
|tous of every thing that. may bring dark Night over again, or that. may hinder - * 
| Your Work, or looſe Your Reward with the Lord , for the Son muſt abide 
in the Houſe for ever, bur not the Servant ; therefore take heed how You. 

let up Your Laws and Conſtitutions over His Dominion, or how You take 

upon You to make Laws to His Dominion, who Lives for ever, Many have 

attempted it, and have been Broken to Pieces : and if You do the fame, the: 
Ame will be Your Portion from the Hand ofthe Lord. | 


( 19 ) 


W. M's Teſtimony, &:. 


/ Hether Tmpoſed and Enforced Uniformity and Unity in Outward Ceremonices 
| or Geſtures, 1s not a great Ememy to the true Churches Peace, a hinderance to 
tne Proſperity of Truti, and limiting the Spirit of the Lord? 

Whether Umformity an Unity in Outward Geſtures, &c. 5 mot Impoſed, when 
required as a thing neceſſary, and they that diſſent, to be reputed Erronious, Hereti- 
cal. &c. ana tobe likewiſe Excommunicated for being out of the comely Order ? And 
is there any Example either from Chriſt or his Apoſtles for ſuch Procedures? Bur did 
not they rather fudge thoſe that Iaid a neceſſity upen ſuch thin gs £ 
Whether thu kind of Uniformity, &Cc. hath not made many through Fear, T nterilt, 
and Neceſſity, to Conform:, and will it not retain and !tt in thoſe, that ſhould be caſt 
and hept out ;, to wit, the complying Hippoerite, who 15 adeſritute of the Spirit and 
caſt and keep out thoſe that ſhould be kept, and let in even th 
nifeſtation of the Spirit ? 

Whether the giving way unto ſuch Impoſers, is not an In-let unto an Arbitrary.Go- 
vernment ; ana when they have once gained ſo much Reputation, as ta be elteemed 3e- 
 tignous ana Lealons Reformers, Antient Friends. and Elders in Ged and that it is 
our Duty to ſubmit unto ſuch : Whether they may not in a ſhort ſpace under theſe Pre- 
#673CES,, E ftabl: ſh an Arbitrery Judicature? 2 | 

Whether, if we areto walk by the ſame Rules whereunto we have al-eaay attained, 
then is there a neceſſity of a Oneneſs in Praffice ;, foraſmuch as there are different 
Meaſures, Growths,, and Motions ! 

Whether the Differences in Outward Exerciſes or Geſtures, will not abitndantly 
commend the Unity of the True Faith , which doth not ſtand in Garments \Geſrures, 
Meats, or Drinks, but in the Power of an Endleſs Life, in which God only is truly 
VWorſhippea # 


oſe that wait in the ma- 


Friends, Hat which was declared of, and teſtifiedunto in the Beginning, was 
to direct our Minds unto the Heavenly Gift ( nut to the Church ) 

but to the manifeſtation of the Spirir in the particular ; waiting there to feel its 
| Mocions, and to hear lis Voice ; which would infallibly teach us our Dury tc- 
wards God, onr Neighbour, and our Selves, and not to go forth into Reaſorin &s 
to premote- Comely Orders, ater the manner of Men; nor to be found in tie 
Exerciſe of any thing 10 n18 pure Worſtiip, but what the Lord ( and ro: the Bo- 
dy ) required : elſe to itand {tiil1n the filence to all Fleſh, attending the Moti- 
ons of the Heavenly Drawings; and then to anſwer its Requirings. Wefe we 
not then exhorted to be like tne Noble Berezns, ro examine and to try the Ve- 
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rity of your DoCtrine by the meaſure of his Spirit in us; and whatſoever led from 
_ thar pure Gif, drew into the Apoſtacy : yea, ifan Angel irom Heaven brought a” 
nother Goſpel, let him ve ( fard you) accurſed, Chriſt within us was then tO 
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be the Hzad, but now the Body without us. The Courci was then to be in ſuhjzC&tj- 
©62 to her Had, and everyMmbezr to bz governedand exerciſed according to the 
Ocder of the H2ad : Bur now the Body, the Church , claims an Authori:y over 
their Fellow: Members, as p2culiarly having the Infallible Spirit, the certain un- 
erring Judgment, reſiding with them upon all Occaſions, to: know T7#th from 
Errour, and the Right from the Wrong Spirit. Will you limit the Lord ? Cannot 
he reveal that to a particuiar, yea, ſuch Tings as the Churca would be ſtarcied 
at; yea, and be realy to quz{tion the Yer:ty thereof ; becauſe ſhe likewiſe 
hath not the 1Crnifetation of it 5 waen, alas! 1t is hid from her as well as from 
- dparticular Member, unlels che fame Spirit reveals it ?£ It's undeniable there- 
| fore, that the [nfallible Spirir, and the Word of Wiſdom, depands not upon the 
Church,the Body; but upon Chriſt, the Hzad of the Body ; who adminiſters of 
his Spirit in Diverſities of Opzration3 z to izw, or to as many, as he pleaſeth, 
without reſpect to Perſons or Bodies. Andit hath pieaſed the Lord, that there 
aay De no G loryins, n3I Impoſmr, no Uſurping overthe Fazth of any, to reyeal 
kimſeifunto the Lowly Ones, tnat are Little in their ow Eyes, and in the Eyes. of 
others. to inform the Church, and Elders thereof ; to wit, fohn to the Sever 
Churches; Tſaiah and Feremiah tothe Fews 3, Elihato Fob and his Friends ; Fo: 
ſeph nnto his Parents and Brethren AM.,jes that was bred in Pharaohs Court, to 
the Church there, Who revealed unto Davidzthat Goliah muſt fall by his hands? 
Or who revealed unto Darzel and John thoſe profound aad deep Miſteries ? Did. 
the Chyrch ? Nay : Wzs itnot hid from her Eyes ? Did not the Elders that fat 
in A/c nts Charr, reſilt the Appearance of Chrift both in F leſh and Spirit 5 Did 
the Church make known unto Perer, that the Goſpel was to be Preach'd to the 
Gentiles; and that in every Nation, He that Feareth God, and worketh Righte- 
ouſneſs, if accepted of Him ! Nay, nay, Did not Caleb: and Joſhuah withitand the 
vehole Congrezation of Iſrael ? Would they not have Stoned them with S.ones, 
for oppoſing the Coxrch, in their Dzſires to turn towards eAzypr ? Who was 
the ScHifmalick here ? Caleb andFoſhuah, or rather the whole Congregation ? Of 
wit hath been {eid, tits 1s the Sum : a Church limited to Perſons, may Impoſe 
an Errour, an1 caſt out the molt Spiritaal. Moreover, Who revcaled unto Paul 
the Adolition of C:ircumerfion, &c, Was not the Church at Jeruſalem difſitizhed 
witch him 1n what he Preacird to the Genrzles? Did notPanl withitand the mighty 
Pillars, tha comp2lled the Gerrzles, contrary to the Truth received ? Huw rea- 
dy were they hereto be drawn aſide by that Spirit, from the meaſure of Truth 
1 themi2lves ?2 Tots Example may be a Mark to ail Impoſers and Cum- 
pliers ? 
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R. R. his Teſtimony, cc. 


pf are divers Operations and Diſpenfations, yet all £90d, as having their 
[47 . d 1 » | - X | 
4 Bzginningand Env in God. And why therefore may nct God «<njoyn thor 


as an Ordinance to day. and give his Power to it alſo, which to morrow he will 
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lay alide as ufeleis ? And by his withdrawing his Power from it, leave it no bet- 
ter than 2p 1d! ? Such was the Brazen Serpent ;, ſuch was the Temple and Taber- 
zacle ; ſuch werethe Legal Offerings, the Jewiſh Ceremonies and Sacrifices; and 
ſuci alſo are many things at this day” ( both amongſt the 2nakers and other 
Sects) which have been Forms and £igures of good Things to come , which wer? 
beautiful in their Scafon, whiPſt the Preſence of the Lord filled them, but that 
being withdrawn, are become dead and cold , as Idols of no uſe. Wherefore my 
Advice js, that all men walk as they ſee, and have received from the Lord, and 
none to look out at others, or to call any man after, or Father of their Spirits, 
 Tave God only. Andif the Lord commands any to forlake Father or Mother, the - 
Forms and Traditions they were brought up in, ought not. all rather to obey Gox 
than an? Conlider this, G.F. And whether to forſake our own Guide, and 
_ to follow thee, or any Number of People that call themſelves a Church ( who 
take upon them to Impoſe upon their Brethrens Conſciences ) be not Apoſtacy? And 
whether this Uſurpation did not at firſt lead the Church of Rome into the Apoſta- 
cy? And whether it will nor the ſecond time lead the Quakers to ApoFtatize 
from the Trae Faith once delivered to them ? let the wiſe in heart Judge, 

1 have read a Teſtimony from the Brethren , net at Zongon, the third 
Month, 1666, ſubſcribed by eleven of your A7:niſtry. Alſo from a Meeting at 
Briſtol, the 27th. day of the ſeventh Month, 1669, ſubſcribed by 36 Perſons. 
Alſo from a Meeting at Els Hooks, the 12th. of the 4th. Month, 1577, 2gainſt 
Fobn Wilking ſon and John Story, {ubſcribed by 66, moſt of the 34niſtry, All 
which, in general contain very bitter Cenſures, and high Condemmnations againſt 
many of your own People, who have divided from the Body of Friends ( ſo called 
by your ſelves) wACrein you teſtific, That thoſe engaged in the Spirit of Seperation, 
ought not to have any Rule or Dominion in the Church of God,whereof the Holy Spirit 
that Was poured forth upon you (as YOu {ay ) hath made Yyort Overſeers. But Your 
Fruits will make you more manifeſt than your Words. Alſo, That all that 
| are joynea to that Spiree of Separation, who ſtand 20t 112 Unity with your Miniſtry, 
their Judgment ought not to be regarded among Friends, And further, You dcclare 
your ſelves the Witneſſes and Ambaſſadours of the Unchangeable Truth, and the | 
Elders of the Church of Goa, who of rizht ( having kept your Habitations in the 

Truth ) oucht to judge of things which arffer, aud this your Judgment to tand 
good and walid amongſt Friends ageinſt all that oppoſe it. Alſo, that if any pre- 
zend to be of your Memerſhip, will net admit to be tried in caſe 0 Controverſy, by 
the Elaers and Members of ths Yor Body. but oppoſ ett ( as the Judgment of Man ) 
you tnen teſtifie inthe Name of the Lord aranſt them, that He, or She, with ail 
thoſe that Counteaance theſe Refuſers, are to be rejefted 1 joyned in one wit Tafi- 
dels and Heathens, Thele ( together with G, F's Paper in Vindication of Dre 
ſcriptiors, dated the 4th. Month, 1678,) impoſing upon: the Conſeierces of 
Men 3 as alſo the particular Invectives againſt fohn Wilkinsſon and John Story, 
both importing the ſame Spirit of Dominionand Rule over the Con ſcience (whici 
1s the proper Heritage of Ged ) ihaveſten, well-weighed, and conſidered ; and 
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which you were firſt inſpired, T cannot but take up that Z2071at767 COLCOPNND, 
Yeu, which the Propher of old did, concerning 1/7ael ; How 75 te Zighty Falls ? 
How ts the Gold become dim ? The fing Gold, how is it chanoed ? Even the Sea- 
Monſters draw out the Breaſts, and give ſuck to thir Young-Ones, 9ut the Dangh- 
ters of my People are become cruel, like the Oſtrich in the Wilcerneſs, ON Iet1t be 
timely conſidered by you, how Gegenerate you ar2 grown from that Live Heck 
neſs, and Simplicity, to which you at fiſt pretended. Are not you the Men 
that have in your Doctrine-cxalted the Meafure of God in all men, zs the oniy 
Guide and-Diredctor, in that to abide, ana by it to be led, and not by any Our- 
ward Preſcriptions, Or Tmpoſitions whatſoever ? Are you not the Men that ROW 
not only /mpoſe and Preſcribe on others, but alſo condemn 2nd cenſure your In» 
nocent Brethren, as Heathens and Infidels, becauſe in Confcrcace they cannot 
Mubject themſelves under the Yoak of your Preſtriptions:! Are you ſo preſumptu- 
ous, as to conclude all Knowledg and Diſcerning in the Thiags of God, and all 
Spiritual Judgment 1s given.into your Hands, that you Uſurp the Keys of zh* 
Kinodom, and will let none in, but thoſe who ftand in Conformity to your Carnal 
and Litteral Tmpoſitions ? Is G. F. and the Body of his Friends of greater Autho- 
rity than Peter ( who was an Elder and P://ar ofthe Church !) whom nevyer- 
the leſs Paul withſtood, becauſe he did not walk uprightly, according to the 
Truth of the Geſpel, but endeavoured to compel the Gerrzles ( who had their 
Law within themſelves ) to liveafter the 2anner and Form of the Jews, whoſe 
Law ffo0d much in'O«rward Obſervation from the Letter, as doth G.F*s Comely 
Order. Arndare G.F. and his Friends ſo bold and daring. as to condemn the 
Generaticn of the Juſt, tat went before them in other Ages paſt, under their ya- 
Tious Diſpenſations ) and all thoſe Worthics in our preſent Time, who cannor 
cwn your Practices, or {ubmit to your Precepts ) by concluding them none of 
the Body of Chriſt, becauſe none of your Memberſhip ? Is the Body of Chri{# 
row ſhrunk and narrowed into G. #*s 1ribe of Members and Ainiſters ? Are 
the the Zips only that preſerve Knowledge ? Are you the only men-that fear 
God and work Righteouſneſs ? And muſt we forſtke the Inward Teſtimony, to 
ask tiie Law from your Houthes* Can any thing be more prodigious and de- | 
ſtreCive tothe Spirit of Lite 1n Chriſt Jeſus, than this Do&trine ? Oc preſent it 
{elf with greater Zorrour and Amazement to the Minds of all rational znd ſober 
men, and all that truly fear God, that the Injunficn of a neceſlary Submiſſien to 
G. PF. and his Tribe of Proſelzres, under the Penalty of being no other wiſ 
eſteemed than #eathens and Infidels ? Do not you in theſe things apparently 
cloath your ſelves with the £:very and Charadter of him who oppoſeth an4 cxy- 
alteth himſelf above all that is calied God, or Worſhipped, by ceating.a Domj- 
110n over your Bre:hren, and the Afovings of God in them, and claiming a 
Power to Judge of all Difterences, preſcribing Rales and Orders, and [-ULLINg 
Yoahs upon the Necks of your Dſcipies, to the ſtifling cf their Conſciences, 
wounding their Peace, and deſtroying that Liberty wherewi:ch Chriſt hath made 
them free? If this be the Spirit watch you at preſent ſtand in (as your ſeveral 

aforementioned Papers £0 plainjy import) 1 date boldly challanye all that have 
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g0Re before you, from the Pope himſelf, downward, to all the Se&s and Opir- 
e85 CXLANT IN The World, to produce ( it they can) a greater Inſtance of ſwelling 
Sveratunty over the Finds and Conſciences of Men, than you have erected. 
Now ( all this conſidered ) can you in Soberneſs. conceive, that this Frame of 
Splilt (11 taat abſolute Dominion which you claim to your ſelves overall others) 
will render you. the Healers of our Ereaches, and the Reſtorers of our Paths of 
Peace! Can you think that this Arbitrary and Hauzhty Government will invite 
the Nations and Lanzuazes of all Sets and Op:nions to lay hold on your Skirts, 
w1-3 deſire to b21ed by you, becauſe the Lord is with you ? Ordo they not ra- 
ther with Dread and Horrour behold you, while you ſo heavily Impoſe upon 
others in ſucn Circumſtances and Tndifferences, wherein the Kingdom of God 
doth not. confilt, and make thoſe Rules and Preſcriptions of equal vallue with d1- 
vine Inſtitutions ? Witneſs, the Har, &c. The Outward Garb [mpoſcd upon 


your Profelites ; your Set-times whento begin, and when to end your Religious 
Exerciſes (notwitl 


n[tanding your pretence of the Guidance of the Spirit ) your 
manner of greeting one another, with many things of the like nature; To all 
wWiici, an exact Conformity is required,upon the Penalty of a Cenſure from G.F, 
2nd kis Elderſhip. | - 


- 


Can you believe that this violent and rignd fort of Practice will render your 
Feet beautiful upon the Monrtains? Or will attratt the Hearts. of any Wile or 
Ingentous. People towards you ? No iurely, yaur Experience may otherwiſe 1n- 
L>xmM you, that ſince this Violence ( of Eſa againſt his Brother Faced ) hath 
appeared amonglt you, the Czrſe of Babylcn hath overtaken you ( Iſai. 47. 9. 
tothe end ) even the Z2ſs off Children and Widdowhood , which will certainly 
com? upon you 1n their Perfection, as the Witneſs of God ariſech among thoſe 
tlat you have 1o heavily yoaked, and burtkened wi 
Preſcriptiens. 

I do not herein charge all called Quakers. I know that the Lord hath tis 
People amongſt them ; as in all Forms, and ſuchas loye an1 fear the Lord, do- 

ing the thing wnica Is juſt and right ; and fuch are accepred with me as Bye ct 
my Bone, and as my Brother Zenjamia, that came of the F ree-Veman, 23d arc 
in that Freedom fitted to att in all Forms, as the Lord their Legit ſhail lead 
them, that they may repleniſh te Earth. | 

Andtruly, till the Spirit of Love ad Reconciliation be bronght forth, wihere-. 
with every Chriſtian ſhall willingly leayceach other to the Guidance of Gods 
Holy Spirit of Grace ( 1n that Form or Way they are perſwaded to walk in ) 
the Strife Wa1ch was occaſioned by Outward Obſervations will never ccaſe. 


I know'G. F. 1s raiſed of God for this very end, to try and 
purifi: Many, as Fharaob was, and tho many fall in the Try- 
al under his Power, yet many will be delivered into the glo- 
_ Tjous Liberty of the SO NS of God. 
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[ likewiſe ſee, that. dayly more and more will fall off from that Body ; and 
that ſome that ſeparate from them, will with Danze! ſtand in their Lot, and fol- 
low the Lord in the Spirit of the Lamb more fully than they have done ; 
whilſt they that oppoſe ſhall ſtand with ZorPs Wife, turned into a Pillar of Salt, 
continuing their Preaching up Truth in Words without Power, whilſt others 
baptize with the Holy Ghoſt, ani witn Fire. | | 

Andl have this further to declare to all the World, to Few, Gentile, Barbari- 
an and Chriſtian (tho I know it will be an Offence and Stone of ſtumbling to 
G*+ F, and all Maſters of Aſſ:tmblies in every Sect, who Preſcribe, Impoſe, and 
would have Dominisa over the Faith of others) that the Eternal God hath ſent 
his Son, his Light, and Spirit of Grace into the Worls, his Everlaſting Covenant, 
2 Divine Law, wrote in every Mans Heart, that wholſcever believeth in, and 
followeth Him, ſhall have Eternal Life. And this Divine Law and Word in the 
Heart, is the Fnſicn to gather together all things into Himſelf, and to preſent 
every Man perfect in God, being tiereby Sznctified, Juſtified and Saved from 
their Sins. To which Word inihe Heart, Gods Preacher, his Law, and Cove- 
nant of Grace to all the World, do I recommend all Se#s and Oprnzons, as the = 
only Rule of their Souls Progreſs into Everlaſting Peace and Reſt. KR. R. 


0 ——_ 


—_—c Heat. 
Y G_— _ ett. 
ad — m—_— mt > — 


To Wilkingon, and F. Story's Senle concerning omens-Meetings, 
which have been great Cauſe of Difference. 


A $S we do approve of Monthly and Quarterly Meetings for the neceſſary Service 
:f che Truth, ſo we ſay, That as theſe, or any other Meettings of Fricnas in 
Truth, jhall be continued to anſwer thoſe Services ; we believe, that as it now 1s, it 
alſo w.k beecme our duty, to be at Unity with our Brethren in the Service thereof ; awd 
th, one of us did condeſcead to ſubſcribe to a Pajer. for the Ereting a Womens- 
Mc-cing #7 the Ceuntry, to anſwer the Ends propoſed in the Paper, which (he teſti- 
fies) he then did in ſingleneſs of Heart, for Unity's ſake : Tet according to that in- 
wird ſenſe we now have, there appears to us no abſolute neceſſity to contimne Womens 
Mceilags i the Country, diſtintt and ſeparate from the Men ; and therefore do con- 
ſeientienſly forbear to aſſent or incourage, to lay the Intentions of Marriaze before 
them; yet that inward Senſe, and Heavenly Unaerſtandins we receive from Von, 
hach, and yet. doth confirm 1 in this Tudgment, That "tis nt agreeable with the 
Lize of 1ruth, te expoſe ethers in the Exerciſe and apnointes Service of toe (cid 
Heetin's, as heretofore, and yet fertled and azreed pon, wn? beens Confctos theres 
in, are otherwiſe Minded than we are ; anda if any of our Words end AF: ;ns have 
any tendenty to oppoſe, &c Crhich we are not Confcrous of but if We wer? me would 
realy confeſs ) wi ſuy.the Trith in us would how cendemmed 15 ,cuen a it now doth; 
an if it ſhall pleaſe the Lord to manifeſt unto us a Service in tho{e Heetin: s i7 the 
Country, as well as Cities, the ſame Interrity towaras od, which math welt with 5 
#1eſe many years paſt, we believe willbecome a Bond onus to jrjn Hand and Heart 
| | Wi#t.? 
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Zits others, our Brethren and Siſters therein, but till then, our Deſires are, Tha 
they may not become an occaſion of ſtraitneſs of Spirit each towards others, but that 
embracing the wholſume Counſel of the Apoſtle in another Caſe, If in any thing 
ye are otherwiſe Minded, wait tl God reveal z, we may walk together. in that 
pure undefiled Lowe of our God, which thinketh no Evil. 

The God of Heaven is our Witneſs, our deſires are to approve our ſelves Men © 
Peace, in abborring of all fieſhly Liberty and Looſenſs, ard to follow after Truth and 
R; ghteouſneſs, that the Reign of the Power of the Eternal God may be over all, 


Theſe foregoing | [Teſtimonies are not tranſcribed at large, but abridged for 
brevity, but the Sence and Subſtance of the whole is included. 


FRIENDS, 
FI He Preceding Teſtimonies are ſuch weighty Truths and ſound Dottrines, 
that being kept to, the Enemy had no opportunity to enter by Diviſions, 
and Fudging.one another ; but ſome of late have acted far contrary, and have 
endeavouredto promote Government and Craers, even to the compelling others 
before Convincement ; which hath occaſioned much Hurt.. Tierefore theſe are 
commended to you, that you may ſee how the Antient Teſtimony was, which 
reached to the Conſciences of many; for indeed who conld withſtand the force 
_oftheſe: Truths ? but now your Cuſtomes, Forms, and Preſcreptions are ſer up 
inſtead thercof,” which, like Jon as's Gourd, might for a ſeaſon be Sxtisfattion to 
' Fon ; .but when taken away, you oughtnot to be angry thereat.. 

*-Forit 15 not ſo material of which Tribe you are of; for Joh» ſaw of 144000 
that were Sealed, as many of one Tribe as another, and a numberleſs numher be: 
fides. Taerefore it 1s not what Family or People you belong to, as a Body, that 
will advantage any ; but *tis the Seal 1n the Forehead that ſhews whoſe you are. 
The Saints Seal and the Beaſts Mark are deſcribed in Scripture z with the Light 
every one may ſee waich they bear, and who they belong to. Grapes grow 
not on Thorns , no Outward Form or Prattice can giveAdmittance to the Throne, 
only the Wedding-Garment. or White Robes, what Opinion or People ſocyer any be- 
long to, adyantage not without them. _ 

Therefore away with your calling your Sel ves the People of God, as a Body of 
People. It is not hereby meant but that God hath of your Tribe ſome ſealed 
Ones, but not the more for being only of your Tribe. Obſerve, there was but 
120c.0 of the Tribe of Judah, and as many of the Tribe of Gad. Therefore let 
none boaſt or think themſelves the only People of God and judgeall others, but 
asthe Apoſt'e and, eſtcem others rather better than themſelves. 

 Miad what is aforeſaid by theſe Servants of God, for they are ſuch needful 
things in this day, that they could not be let paſs, for it is believed many among 
you never read them ; therefore 11 Love they are here imparted to you ng 
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